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A RESEARCH ON THE PROPOSITION OF A CITY MODEL FOR BURMESE HISTORICALCAPITAL CITY
— COMPARISON WITH ANCIENT INDIA AND CHINA MODELS FROM AN ANYLYSIS OF MANDALY

IHHE G *
Koji YAMADA

Mandalay, which is the second largest city in Myanmar, was the last capital city of the Kingdom
of Burma. Mandalay was planned and built by King Mindon in the middle of the nineteenth
century. This research examines the chronological processes of Mandalay’s city planning, based
on the Royal Orders of Burma. It revealed the following characterizations of Mandalay: 1) it was
based on Buddha’s Prophecy; 2) it was intended to be a City of Buddhism; and 3) it followed
preceding city models. The characterizations above indicate that there had been a city model
unique to Burma, like the well-known Ancient India and China models. The research further
examined a possible city model for Burma from four viewpoints: 1) structure; 2) orientation; 3)
land use; and 4) size. Consequently, a city model unique to capital cities in Burma was proposed.
One of the unique aspects of the Burmese city model is its eastward orientation, which is not

seen in India nor China models.
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