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INTRODUCTION OF AN TRIAL OF LIVESTOCK MARKET IMPROVEMENT THROUGH AN
ANTHROPOLOGICAL APPROACH, IN A PILOT PROJECT FOR IMPROVEMENT OF RESILIENCE
AGAINST DROUGHT IN NORTHERN KENYA
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This is a brief description of innovative approaches to increasing resilience against drought through
revitalizing livestock value chains in pastoralist communities of Marsabit County.

One of the key challenges for pastoralist communities in Northern Kenya is livestock markets which
have not worked actively with social constraints. Pastoralists, in general, are reluctant to sell their cattle,
sheep and goats, and want to keep their livestock unless there is an urgent need for food, education and
etc. which often resulted in selling their property at a lower price. Therefore, improvement of livestock
value-chains is crucially important to increase income in pastoralist communities which is contributing
to enhancing drought resilience.

A prime example of the innovative approaches of this project is “Heifer exchange program” which
was implemented as a pilot to address the imbalance between supply and demand at livestock markets.
Heifers are scarce in pastoralist communities and this program is to create an enabling environment that
pastoralists would sell their old-livestock in exchange for heifers provided by the project at market price.
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