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Consulting services in the formulation of integrated urban development plan for Nairobi City
(NIUPLAN) in Kenya were provided by Nippon Koei along with capacity development for the
officials of Nairobi City County. During the planning formulation, an amended constitution specifying
devolution, national values and principles of governance, was enacted in 2010. The enactment of the
amended constitution lead to enactment of the County Government Act which specifies how county
governments should be based on the amended constitution. The County Government Act stresses
public participation, public communication and access to information, and civic education. NITUPLAN
was formulated along with the amended constitution and County Government Act.

This paper mainly describes the experience of planning formulation by applying a participatory
approach following the principles of the amended constitution and County Government Act.
The paper also considers the meaning of citizen participation, the outcomes and issues of citizen
participatory approach applied in NIUPLAN, which are expected to contribute to other planning
projects to be implemented in Kenya and other countries.
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