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A STUDY OF AGING IN VIETNAM AND POSSIBLE FUTURE ASSISTANCE UTILIZING JAPAN’S

EXPERIENCE
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Hirobumi MIKI and Keiko NAGAI

As a result of social and economic development and improvement of public health, growth of
aging population has been accelerating in developed countries and some developing countries
including Vietnam. It is estimated that growth of aging population of Vietnam is more rapid
than that of Japan. Therefore, the government of Vietnam recognizes that some actions should
be taken to address the issue of forming an age-friendly society. This article firstly presents
an overview of the current situation of aging-related policies and issues in Vietnam. Secondly,
the relevant experience in Japan is summarized, focusing on social welfare and health system.
Finally, some possible options of development assistance in the field of aging in Vietnam by Japan
are suggested. In light of some socio-cultural similarities to Vietnam, Japan could introduce some
models such as comprehensive community care system. The assistance may also include the areas
of establishment of policy evidence and human resource development.

Keywords : Aging society, Social security services for the elderly, Human resources for the
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