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FORMULATION OF BASIC SYSTEM FOR THE CONSERVATION OF ANZALI WETLAND IN

THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN
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Shinichiro TANIMOTO and Hitoshi WATANABE

The 193-km” Anzali Wetland is located on the southern coast of the Caspian Sea and is
internationally known as an important wetland for migratory birds. It was registered as
a Ramsar site in June 1975 in accordance with the Ramsar Convention. However, water
quality in the wetland is deteriorating due to human activities, and, as a result, the Anzali
Wetland was included in the Motreux Record because its protection was deemed a priority.
The Government of Iran requested the Government of Japan to cooperate in the conservation
of Anzali Wetland. The Japan International Cooperation Agency, on behalf of the Japanese
government, conducted a master plan study from 2003 to 2005, and provided technical
cooperation to formulate a basic system to implement the master plan. The project ran from
2007 to 2012, including a period from 2008 to 2011 in which work was suspended. The basic
system refers to an organizational framework and conservation regulations for the integrated
management of Anzali Wetland. Hence, a cross-sectoral committee and a zoning plan were
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established to manage land use of the wetland with local residents.
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