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CONSERVATION OF RARE FISHES AFTER WEIR REINFORCEMENT

NN * - A ETEC*™
Yoshinori KATO and Kiyofumi IMAYOSHI

The government of Aichi Prefecture manages a weir on the Yahagi river. This river is
inhabited by Pseudobagrus ichikawai, a protected native fish species called nekogigi in
Japanese, The presence of this species means that the utmost attention to the environment
is required during any river work. The weir has been an important facility for water-control
and water-utilization for more than 50 years. Urgent reinforcement of the weir was required
because of structural deterioration and downstream riverbed scouring. The reinforcement
work was considered to pose an environmental threat to the habitat of P ichikawali,
and measures to protect the species were considered necessary. The work plan for the
reinforcement was reviewed and modified in coordination with the Cultural Affairs Agency to

ensure the minimum of environmental impact.
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