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ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION ACTIVITIES IN ODA PROJECTS FOR SOLID WASTE

MANAGEMENT
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Solid waste generation rates have increased worldwide due to the pervasive trend towards
mass consumption. Pacific island countries are now facing difficulties finding new landfill
sites that can accommodate the increased waste. The overflow of solid waste from existing
landfill sites has negatively impacted the marine environment. Deterioration in the marine
environment can negatively influence the tourism industry, on which the economies of these
countries depend. To overcome this difficulty, reducing waste through community effort is
critical. To obtain community effort, environmental education addressing environmental
issues such as global warming, marine pollution, and how to reduce waste has been stressed
and practiced in solid waste management. The ideal picture or philosophy of environmental
education in solid waste management of Official Development Assistance (ODA) projects has
been drawn in some reports, but experiences of concrete environmental education activities
have not been adequately shared among practitioners. This paper describes the experience of
environmental education activities executed in the project for the improvement of solid waste
management for the Republic of Palau. We hope that other ODA projects concerned with solid
waste management will find it helpful.
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