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A STUDY FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF A WATER RIGHTS SYSTEM FOR CHINA
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Yukihiro MIZUTANI, Yoshikimi INOUE, Yoshihiro KATSUHAMA and Kazuhiro KUMASAKA

This paper presents an outline of a study to support the development of a water rights
system for China. The JICA development study was conducted from July 2004 to September
2006. The study addressed the development of the three main aspects of a water rights
institutional framework: ownership of water resources, water use rights, and water rights
circulation. Three approaches were used in the study: administrative theory and application,
academic research, and a practical case study in the Taizi River basin. The eight essential
components of the system examined were: water resources allocation, water rights system
management, water rights transfer, water market management and regulation, water pricing,
effluent management, water quotas, and water rights circulation.
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