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DISASTER PREVENTION PLANNING IN DENSELY SETTLED RESIDENTIAL AREAS

OF LOCAL CITIES
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Hiroshi MORITA, Junichi NAKAGAKI, Hiroyuki FURUICHI and Mariko TOKI

Old sections of urban areas in local cities, fishing villages and so on contain high densities of
old wooden houses. The hazards that exist at the time of accidents or natural disasters is very
high in these areas. Therefore upgrading and improvement of buildings in such villages and
cities is a pressing need. Policies and methods for improvement need to be based on the specific
circumstances of each area as they usually hold a peculiar historical background and character.
Based on the special characteristics of a local city, we selected a densely settled residential area
and traversed the area together with people who live there. We gathered their opinions about
the area and, based on the results, formulated an appropriate upgrading policy and associated

methods.

Keywords : Local city; unique qualities, densely settled areas,
citizen's participation in disaster prevention planning
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