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SON LA HYDROPOWER PROJECT TECHNICAL DESIGN REVIEW IN THE SOCIALIST

REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM
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Norikazu KAWATO, Ichiro ARAKI and Tsutomu KODAMA

Construction works for the Son La Hydropower Project commenced with river diversion in
2004. The Project will have a 2,400 MW capacity making it the largest hydropower project in
Vietnam. The Project is located about 250 km northwest of the Capital Hanoi, about 190 km
upstream of the existing Hoa Binh Hydropower Station. Commercial operation is scheduled

to commence in late 2010.

A joint venture composed of Nippon Koei, J-Power, and the Institute of Energy (Vietnam)
took part in the Project as the Review Consultants who have reviewed the basic and detailed
designs made by the Design Consultants consisting of PECC1 (Vietnam), Institute
HydroProject (Russia) and Colenco (Switzerland).
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