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STATUS OF DRINKING WATER SUPPLY SYSTEM IN ARID RURAL AREAS IN DEVELOPING
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In arid rural areas in developing countries many people suffer from a shortage of drinking
water. Although donors have worked hard in such areas for a long time, their efforts have not
always proved successful. One reason is the chronic poverty that is prevalent in most rural
areas in the third world. This raises the question as to what would be the best approach to the
issue of providing drinking water supply, a basic human need, in impoverished arid areas. Are
things actually on the improve in this sector? This paper aims to illustrate the actual situation
of drinking water supply systems in Africa and considers clues to solve this problem especially
from the point of view of adopting a participatory approach.
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