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The Republic of Armenia is a landslide prone country and is located in one of the most active
tectonic regions in the world as it coincides with the collision zone of three continental plates
(the Arabian Plate, the Eurasian Plate, and the African Plate).

A landslide GIS database for the management of landslides in Armenia was formulated
through “The Study on Landslide Management in Armenia” (The Study) undertaken by the
Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) in 2004. A total of 2,504 landslides in Armenia
was identified by interpreting relatively high resolution aerial photographs, digitized at a
nominal scale of 1:100,000, and stored with relevant essential data and thematic maps in the
GIS database. About 10% of all landslides that were considered to be a hazard to housing and
infrastructure were checked in detail through field reconnaissance, and detailed data on these
landslides were linked to the shape data for the landslide (vector data). The landslide GIS
database for Armenia can provide users with basic essential data and maps for 2,504
landslides and can assist the users to plan landslide hazard mitigation and risk management
quickly and easily. File formats of the vector and raster data included in the landslide GIS
database can be utilized with almost any type of GIS software.

By establishing the landslide GIS for Armenia, the characteristics of landslides were

identified from various points of view.
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