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Coastal areas in Sri Lanka were devastated by the December 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami.
The authors conducted a site survey on the conditions of the disaster at Matara city, which is a
main city in the southern part of the country, from October to December, 2005. The survey was
composed of interviews and questionnaires, measurement of the geometry and damages to
buildings, and the topography of the study area with the aim of obtaining data for the
prediction of Tsunami damage. Another aim of the study was to provide basic data for the
establishment of a tsunami disaster prevention system by use of numerical simulation.
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