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SSIMP-DISIMP GROUNDWATER IRRIGATION PROJECT FOR SUSTAINABLE RURAL DEVELOPMENT

IN EASTERN INDONESIA

L

Takuya YOSHIZAWA

The Small Scale Irrigation Improvement Project (SSIMP), which was initiated with the assistance of
Japanese loan aid in 1990, has contributed to poverty reduction in eastern Indonesia for more than thirteen
years. The project has constructed many types of irrigation water supply facilities such as dams, weirs and

groundwater wells.

The groundwater irrigation sub project of SSIMP has been supporting sustainable agricultural development
in the driest regions, such as the Oesao area of Timor Island, which has little surface water for irrigation.
There have been 750 wells constructed in six provinces up to 2002 and they are being used to irrigate 5,000

ha of land.

DISIMP (SSIMP phase IV) was initiated in 2003 and it also includes a groundwater irrigation sub project

covering eight provinces.

This paper describes the basic strategy/approach of the DISIMP groundwater irrigation sub project which
reflects lessons learned from the SSIMP project. It also explains the progress of the groundwater irrigation
sub project site in Bali province, which was recently included in the SSIMP targeted area.

Key Words ! SSIMP, Poverty reduction, Groundwater development, Small scale irrigation,
Sustainable development, Republic of Indonesia
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